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Book of Enlightening Laughter
Collection of Stories & Anecdotes From the Talks of

H.H. Sri Swami Dayananda Saraswati

Pujya Swamiji had many funny anecdotes from real life as well as from the experiences of his    
disciples, which he suitably used in his talk to convey vedantic messages. These have been       
compiled in to a book form, which is being reproduced in this aerial articles starting from this      
issue. Index indicates the topics that will be covered. 

001. TARANA VIDYA

002. ONE CANNOT ACCEPT THE EYE-BROWS!

003. CINE FANS ARE JNANIS!!

004. A BRAHMACHARI’S ANGER 

005. SAGE’S TEMPLE Vs KING’S TEMPLE

006. A MOVIE WITHOUT KICKS?!

007. NO GAME WITHOUT CHALLENGE!

008. COMPLEX OF HUMAN BEINGS

009. FALOODA LEVEL GOES DOWN!!

010. PEOPLE CANNOT DELEGATE!

011. BOLT HAS TO SIT TIGHT!

012. LOSS IS GAIN!

013. HEIGHT OF AVIVEKA

014. POSITIVE THINKING 

015. EATING THE HOLES IN DONUTS!! 

016. SO WHAT? 

017. YOU GET WHAT YOU LOOK FOR!

018. NOBODY WANTS TO DIE INCLUDING A 

SUICIDE!

019. DO YOU WISH TO REMOVE HATRED?

020. MEMORY IS AN AMAZING FLOPPY

021. SORROW IS UNJUSTIFIED

022. PLEASE TEACH ME UPANSIHAD!

023. PHAT PHAT WALLAH IN HEAVEN!

024. FEAR OF PAIN IN NARAKA 

025. ARE THERE MANY GODS?!

026. LORD BLESSES EVERY ONE

027. WHY SHOULD I PRAY?

028. A DEVOTED OFFERING 

029. SELF EFFORT + GRACE = SUCCESS 

030. ‘HARE RAMA ...’ MANTRA - A DISCOVERY! 

031. WHO HOLDS TO WHAT?!

032. CONFUSED SELF IDENTITY!

033. WHERE LORD IS NOT?

034 EVERYTHING IS LORD

035. WHO IS THE OWNER OF THE BODY?

036. OWNERSHIP IS A MYTH - DO YOU REALLY OWN   

A FLAT?

037. MANTRA WORKS!!!

038. THE STORY OF GANGES’S JOURNEY 

039. YOU ARE NOT INFERIOR!

040. COGNITION CHANGES ATTITUDE

041. WHETHER EYES SEE OR NOT? 

042. MURARI, THE BARBER 

043. THE 'ELEPHANT-TRUTH' OF THE BLIND MEN 

044. WHAT IS NATURAL IS NOT A MATTER FOR      

COMPLAINT! 

045. IMPOSSIBLE GAIN!

046. MANY PATHS CONFUSION?

047. TRUTH DEFINED NOT DEFILED!

048. EXPERIENCE IS NOT KNOWLEDGE!

049. SOLUTION IN THE PROBLEM - PUZZLE!

050. HOW DOES THE GURU SOLVE THE PROBLEM?

INDEX
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051. LOST TENTH MAN

052. THE CONFUSION BETWEEN SATYAM AND 

MITHYA 

053. KRISHNA CREATES NIGHT!

054. HOW PEOPLE’S MEMORY IS!

055. ‘YOU ARE HAPPY INSPITE OF..’ - REVEALS THE 

VISION!

056. CHANGE WITHOUT CHANGE! 

057. ONE PLUS ONE IS ONE!

058. SLEEP SWALLOWS TIME!

059. IGNORANCE ABOUT SECRET! 

060. SECRET OF SECRETS!! 

061. WODDEN ELEPHANT 

062. A WISE PERSON HAS NO SENSE OF DOERSHIP

063. C A N Y O U J U D G E A W I S E P E R S O N B Y                

CONDUCT?! 

064. THE PROBLEM OF THE CHAIN AND THE BANGLE

065. WHY THE SUN RISES IN THE MORNING?!!

066. K N O W L E D G E R E S O L V E S T H E M E A N S O F 

KNOWLEDGE

067. TUJE KHAN!!

068. TIME AND SPACE ARE IN ME!

069. WHAT IS ENTROPY? 

070. OPTIMISM IN PESSIMISTIC SITUATION!

071. PROGRESS FOR WHAT?

072. ‘THEREFORE’ LOGIC!?

073. INDIAN SECULARISM

074. A VISIT TO KILPAUK MENTAL HOSPITAL!?

075. BLOW THE CONCH...!

076. CURSE ON PARIKSHIT IS A CELEBRATION!

077. HAVE POWERS ONLY WHEN YOU KNOW HOW 

TO CONTROL THEM!

078. HUMAN HANGOVER!!

079. SIVA’S BOW

080. KING’S TEST OF CITIZENS 

081. A TEACHER IS NOT PRAHASTA!!

082. WHICH IS THE MOST SACRED RIVER? 

083. A LONGTIME WAITING PERSON!!

084. IS FEAR OF FUTRUE VALID?!

085. HUNTER IS AOUND, BE CAREFUL

086. HALF-ETHICAL WE ARE

087. SCULPTOR’S EYES

088. INDIA’S CULTURE

089. THERE IS NEVER A GENERAL RULE!

090. WHERE IS FREEDOM

091. PRAYER HAS RESULT

092. SUGAR CRYSTAL TALKS CRYSTAL CLEAR!

093. MISSING THE OBVIOUS

094. THE EIGHTEENTH ELEPHANT

095. KAUPINA SAMRAKSHANARTHAM

096. THE STORY OF MUPPAN

097. Y O U H A V E N O C O N T R O L O V E R T H E          

RESULT

098. A C H I L D E X P O I S N G A C H I L D I S H                

THEOLOGY

099. THE WORLD IS THERE WHEREVER YOU GO

100. END SHOULD BE CLEAR FOR ANY CHANGE 

– STORY OF SUBBU

101. ANGER DOES NOT SEEK PERMISSION

102.  ‘A’ IS ‘B’ BUT ‘B’ IS NOT ‘A’

103.  ADULTHOOD IS NATURAL

104. A SKILFUL PERSON IS NOT A YOGI

105. YOU CANNOT BETTER THE CREATION

106. PHYSICALISING THE EMOTIONS

107. CHANGE DOES NOT TAKE TIME

108. IGNORANCE DOES NOT STAND ENQUIRY

109.  DAYA, COMPASSION

110. SOFTNESS
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TARANA VIDYA
(001)

There is an interesting Indian story that is relevant to the commencement of Vedantic 
studies pointing out its importance.
Once, there was a great scholar in Sanskrit. He happened to be born in a family of 
scholars. His father and grandfather were great scholars. He grew up among scholars. 
He happened to go on a pilgrimage alone. He had to cross a wide river on a boat and 
there was a boatman to take him across. Since he was the only passenger, he picked 
up a conversation with the boatman.
He asked him: “Do you know Sanskrit Grammar?” 
The boatman said: “No. I do not know.”
“You do not know Sanskrit Grammar?”
“I do not. What is Grammar?” the boatman asked. 
Because his father and grandfather had been boatmen, he had not thought it necessary 
to study in order to make a living. Nor did he know that there was a discipline of 
knowledge known as grammar. The scholar was both astounded and horrified. He 
had lived among scholars all his life and could not imagine anyone not knowing   
grammar. He said to the boatman, “You do not know grammar? You do not even 
know what grammar is? What kind of a life is that? What access do you have to all the 
compounds in Sanskrit? You must necessarily know grammar in order to enjoy the   
language. You are only living three-fourths of a life. One fourth is gone!” The         
boatman did not seem to mind. 
The scholar continued, “Do you know at least sähitya, literature?” 
The boatman once again answered, “I have not read any literature.” 
“Did you study phonetics? Did you study Kalidasa?” 
Again the answer was ‘No’. 
The scholar then told him, “Another one fourth of your life is gone.” 
“Can you read and write?” he asked him. 
“No, I cannot read nor write. I cannot even sign my name.”

“You cannot read! You cannot write! What can you get out of life? You cannot take a 
book in hand and read and enjoy it. You can only enjoy what your simple senses can 
satisfy, nothing more. This means that yet another fourth of your life is gone.” 

The scholar concluded that the boatman was living only one-fourth of his life since he 
was alive and rowing the boat. So he told him that three-fourths of his life was gone. 
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...to be continued

The boatman became very sad now. Rowing the boat, he thought to himself, “My      
father told me to go to school. He advised me not to be like him. But I had always told 
him that if he could live his life by rowing a boat, why not me? I should have gone to 
school. Three fourths of my life is gone. I am living only one fourth of my life.” 

As the boat continued to proceed, the scholar noticed water seeping into the boat. 
Alarmed, he said: 

“Yeh, down below, there is water under my feet!”

The boatman saw water gushing in through a hole. All efforts to block the hole failed. 
The boat was now half-filled with water and sinking. It became clear to the boatman 
that he could not save the boat. 

He looked at the scholar and asked him “Panditji, do you know swimming?” 

“No,” the scholar replied. “I do not know swimming.” 

Then the boatman said to him, “Panditji, I am sorry. Your whole life is gone.” 

Without the knowledge that counts, that makes a difference between life and death, 
what is the use of knowing everything else? Vedanta is like taraëavidyä, knowledge of 
swimming, which helps one cross the ocean of saàsära.


